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Levy collected for research on 



Recent highlights 



Blackcurrant LINK project 

• Botrytis – Fungicides and 
nitrogen 
 

• Enhance bee populations 
 
• Blackcurrant leaf curling 

midge – New plantations, sex 
pheromone trap  

 
• Blackcurrant sawfly – sex 

pheromone trap 



Western flower thrips research 
• One year old crops 

 
• Regular predator release 

strategies 
 

• Phytoseiulus persimilis for 
spider mite control 
 

• Crop protection programmes 
 

• Integrated production  
 

• Use of compatibility tables 



Weed control in strawberry 
• Use of Shark in previous research 

 
• Applied at two rates in February 

 
• Despite some initial scorch, no 

lasting phytotoxic effects on plants or 
on subsequent yield or fruit quality 
 

• Both rates showed promise against 
willowherb, chickweed and 
groundsel and no residues 
 

• Crop safety post-harvest is being 
assessed 
 

• EAMU application 



Some current projects 



 Strawberry breeding 



 Raspberry breeding 



Improving consistency of fruit 
quality 



New predators of western 
flower thrips 



Aphid control in strawberry 



Raspberry leaf blotch virus 



Red berry on blackberry 



Sex pheromone for 
gooseberry sawfly 



Spotted wing drosophila 



Some new projects 



SF 156 – Integrated pest 
management in strawberry 

• Biocontrol of western flower thrips 
 

• Refine pest control programmes, 
integrating these with Phytoseiid mites 
 

• Develop IPM controls for capsids and 
strawberry blossom weevil 
 

• Improve control of the potato aphid so 
as to be more compatible with IPM 
programmes 



SF 157 – Integrated disease 
management in strawberry 

Develop strategies to control: 
• Crown rot 
• Powdery mildew 
• Verticillium wilt 
 
Investigate: 
• Alternative biocontrol products 
• Integrate these with reduced fungicide 

programmes 
• Improve spray application 



SF 158 – Integrated pest and 
disease management in cane fruit 

Develop strategies to control: 
• Phytophthora rubi 
• Two-spotted spider mite (whilst 

controlling SWD) 
• Blackberry leaf midge 

 
Develop 
• Improved crop spray penetration 



Weed control in blackcurrant 



Winter chilling in blackcurrant 



Pheromone trap for 
blackcurrant sawfly 



Detecting stress in soft fruit 



Yield stability in blueberry 



Genetic resources in blueberry 



Mechanisms of resistance to 
Phytophthora 



Communications on SWD 



Article in Kitchen Garden 



Article in February HDC News 



Article in Vine Growers Year 
Book 



Awareness leaflet 



New videos of flotation test 
and emergence test 

• http://horticulture.ahd
b.org.uk/swd-trap-
and-monitoring-
videos  

http://horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/swd-trap-and-monitoring-videos
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Event for cherry growers 



Up-dated trap information on 
website 



Up-dated SWD web pages 



New identification chart 



Flotation instruction chart 



Fruit agronomist’s day 



Provision of information to the 
RHS 



Other presentations 
• BIFGA Conference 
• SSCR Conference 
• EMRA/HDC Tree 

Fruit Day 
• Berry Gardens 

Technical Conference 
• Angus Soft Fruits 

Technical Conference 
• EMR Assoc./AHDB 

Soft Fruit Day 



Broadcast E-Mail in 2015 
9 Feb – HDC SWD communications and research update information 
21 April – High numbers of SWD being caught in traps 
27 May – Emergency EAMU for Tracer in cherries 
28 May – SWD guidance for the weeks ahead 
3 June – Control options for SWD in 2015 
18 June – Managing SWD in cherries 
3 July – New SWD charts for soft and stone fruit growers 
13 July – Emergency EAMU for Exirel in cherries 
13 August – SWD trap catches rising 
24 August – Managing SWD in cherry after harvest 
21 December – High numbers of SWD adults being caught in monitoring traps 



Other AHDB Communications 



New sampling videos in 2015 

• http://horticulture.ahd
b.org.uk/soil-water-
leaf-sampling-videos-
0  
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Biocontrol videos 

• http://horticulture.ahd
b.org.uk/biocontrol-
videos  
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Monitoring trap videos 

• http://horticulture.ahd
b.org.uk/assembling-
insect-pest-traps-
videos  
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Blackcurrant factsheet 



WFT factsheet 



In progress 



Vine weevil factsheet 



Conductivity factsheet 



Strawberry powdery mildew 
factsheet 



Raspberry dormancy factsheet 



Blackcurrant best practice 
guide 



Gall mite emergence model 



Bush fruit crop walkers guide 



Rhubarb factsheets 



Grow Save for glasshouse soft 
fruit growers 



Any questions? 
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